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PREFACE. 


ehofle  at  last  a  stone  so  monumental  in  f  onn 
that  not  a  touch  of  the  hammer  was  needed 
to  fit  it  for  its  purpose.  In  conclusion  I  allow 
myself  the  pleasure  of  recording  here  my  grat- 
itude to  him  and  to  all  who  have  aided  me 
in  my  work. 

ELIZABETH  C.  AGASSIZ. 
CAMBBUKUy  Mass.,  June  11|  1886. 
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FROM  HIS  FATHEB. 


Orbe,  Augwt  31,  1829. 

I  hasten^  my  dear  son,  to  announce  the  ar- 
rival of  your  beautiful  work,  which  reached 
us  on  Thursday,  from  Geneva.  I  have  no 
terms  in  which  to  express  the  pleasure  it  has 
given  me.  In  two  words,  for  I  have  only  a 
moment  to  myself,  I  repeat  my  urgent  en- 
treaty that  you  would  hasten  your  return  as 
much  as  possible.  .  .  .  The  old  father,  who 
waits  for  you  with  open  heart  and  arms,  sends 
you  the  most  tender  greeting.  •  •  . 


CURIOUS  DREAM. 


183 


ceeded  in  classifying  it  with  ease.  He  often 
spoke  of  this  as  a  good  illustration  of  the 
well-known  fact,  that  when  the  body  is  at  rest 
the  tired  brain  will  do  the  work  it  refused  be- 
fore. 


DELAY  IN  PUBLICATION. 


206 


more  than  fifty  extinct  genera,  beside  reestab- 
lishing three  families  no  longer  represented. 

Cotta  has  written  me  in  very  polite  terms 
that  he  could  not  undertake  anything  new  at 
present ;  he  would  rather  pay,  without  regard 
to  profit,  for  what  has  been  done  thus  far,  and 
lets  me  have  fifteen  hundred  francs.  This 
makes  it  possible  for  me  to  leave  Dinkel  in 
Paris  to  complete  the  drawings.  Although  it 
often  seems  to  me  hard,  I  must  reconcile  my- 
self to  the  thought  of  leaving  investigations 
which  are  actually  completed,  locked  up  in  my 
desk. 


•  • 


ICE  PERIOD. 


297 


the  breaking  up  of  this  universal  shroud  the 
ice  must  have  lingered  longest  in  mountainous 
strongholds,  and  that  all  these  fastnesses  of 
retreat  became,  as  the  Alps  are  now,  centres 
of  distribution  for  the  broken  debris  and 
rocky  fragments  which  are  found  scattered 
with  a  kind  of  regularity  along  certain  lines, 
and  over  given  areas  in  northern  and  central 
Europe.  How  he  followed  out  this  idea  in 
his  subsequent  investigations  will  be  seen  here- 
after. 
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r/g7%ph  OQ  tJae  Foesl  Fkhes  of  tLr  Oli  Kc^i 
Sau:>d«H/>-i«e:.  or  itth  Ekrroniin  SrijieiZi  of  Greii 

m 

HfzViZZi  ai*d  Rassaa.'*  a  lansr^  quir:*:*  v.Viin-r  if 
text.  :^:f:f/injAnitii  bv  foitr-ODe  pLiteS.  N.cir 
mg  in  his  pak^jiiioio^cal  aiiidies  rTer  inic-i^ 
ert^  A<r2LS%iz  more  than  this  oiin«.'U5  fium 
of  the  Old  E^.  *o  Strang  in  ixs  o>Eibir*2t:«-ns 
tJiat  frven  weU-informed  namriiisTs  Li'i  irrri'r- 
ut^  it-  fffv-H  remains  to  vari«iU5  eUss*^  i»: 
tfafe  aniTTial  kingdom  in  turn.  and«  indeed,  lun^r 


FIRST  AMERICAN  LECTURE.         429 

my  first  attempt  at  lecturing.  Of  that,  also,  I 
will  tell  you  more  in  my  next  letter,  when  I 
know  how  it  has  been  liked.  It  is  no  small 
matter  to  satisfy  an  audience  of  three  thou- 
sand people  in  a  language  with  which  you  are 
but  little  familiar.  •  .  • 


FINAL  SETTLEMENT  IN  CAMBRIDGE.    479 

his  death,  and  was  always  kept  advised  of 
everything  that  passed  in  the  family  at  Cam- 
bridge. Of  the  old  household,  Mr.  Burkhardt 
alone  remained  a  permanent  member  of  the 
new  one. 


Il 


LETTER  FROM  LONGFELLOW. 


667 


stands,  with  its  old  church  tower  and  the  trees 
on  the  terrace,  just  as  when  you  played  under 
them  as  a  boy.  It  was  very,  very  pleasant  to 
behold.  .  .  .  Thanks  for  your  letter  from  the 
far  West.  I  see  by  the  papers  that  you  have 
been  lecturing  at  the  Cornell  University. 

With  kindest  greetings  and  remembrances^ 
always  affectionately  yours, 

H.  W.  L. 
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LOUIS  AGASSTZ. 


his  direction,  was  nearly  ready  for  publioatioii 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  two  next  chap* 
ters,  devoted  to  the  cruise  of  the  Hassler,  are 
taken  from  that  manuscript.  A  portion  of  it 
appeared  many  years  ago  in  the  pages  of  the 
"  Atlantic  Monthly." 


772  LOUIS  AGA8SIZ. 

widi  80  much  anxielyy  paaaed  o^  w~J^y^4tJ| 
by  any  ontowaid  aocidenty  and  at  eveiiiiig  tk 
gueslB  had  departed.  Studenta  and  i»M>hf«i^ 
a  company  of  some  fifty  or  aizty  pesBona^  wen 
left  to  share  the  island  iritfa  the  nrngnlh 
irhoee  hannt  it  was. 

We  will  not  enter  into  the  daily  J^^Jmaa  of 
the  achooL    It  was  a  new  phase  cdF  teaching 
even  for  Agaaaiz,  old  as  he  was  in  the  wmk. 
Most  of  his  popils  were  mature  men  and  wo- 
men,  some  of  whom  had  been  teadieta  dieBr 
selves  for  many  years.      He   had«  therefore, 
trained  minds  to  deal  with^  and  the  experience 
was  at  that  time  as  novel  as  it  was  interest- 
ing.   The  novelty  has  worn  off  now.     Summer 
schools  for  advanced  students*  and  e^^eciallv 
for  teachers,  have   taken  their  place   in  the 
general  system  of  education  ;  and,  though  the 
Penikese  school  may  be  said  to  have  died  with 
its  master,  it  lives  anew  in  many  a  sea-side 
laboratory  organized  on  the  same  plan,  in  sum* 
mer  schools  of  Botany  and  field  classes  of  Ge- 
ology.   The  impetus  it  gave  was  not*  and  can- 
not be,  lost,  since  it  refreshed   and  vitalized 
methods  of  teaeliinsr. 

Beside  the  young  men  who  formed  his  corps 
of  teachers,  among  whom  the  ne^ident  prufes- 
sors  were  Dr.  Burt  G.  Wilder,  of  Cornell  Uni- 
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